ing Arts, giving a concert series in
support of the Festival of the Sound.
Ralph himself has appeared in the
Festival, specializing with distinction
in the keyboard works of Bach.

A few years ago, Ralph and Helen
were spotted in the Dragon Boat Fes-
tival, paddling with a cancer-support
team. Helen had been diagnosed in
1993 and although this was a good
ten or eleven years later, not that
many were aware of the fact.

Cancer has chosen a tough ad-
versary indeed — two adversaries,
in fact, as Ralph has truly been “on
deck” every step of the way. He and
Helen continued to make music, but
it became more and more difficult,
as it was hard to predict when the
better days would occur. Helen had a
particularly bad spell last year when
she was confined to hospital, but

A young Helen in spring costume with uncommon fortitude, continued
in Switzerland. to teach from her bed.

Helen Elsaesser is
surrounded by local
talent at a student
recital in May 2006.
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For everybody, however, comes
the right time to retire, which the EI-
saessers did last spring. But they are
certainly not idle. They have moved
into town, to a pleasant stone house
at the upper end of William Street, a
house that has the DNA of musicians
all over it. Sheet music is perched on
music stands and a recorder sits on
the coffee table, since Helen, always
exploring new paths, now studies the
instrument. It’s much easier to hold
than a violin or a viola, an instrument
that sounds beautiful but requires
Cirque du Soleil contortions to play.

Life is, by necessity, more quiet
now for Ralph and Helen Elsaesser,
but their musical footprint on the

community remains enormous. They Helen with son, Thomas, and daughter, Ann,
are still engaged in musical events in are shown crossing the ice from Skerryvore to

Parry Sound, now as listeners, their
musical sensibilities sharpened to a

the cottage on Hunter Island.

fine point by all their years as music- -
makers.

Helen and Ralph Elsaesser are shown with
young violin student Michael Webster.
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The Elsaessers are shown cutting into a
retirement cake at a retirement party
arranged at the Stockey Centre by
Helen’s students.
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