Green Decorations
To keep our tree eco-friendly we only use decorations that can be reused.
These decorations include heirloom ones made by Lynn’s grandmother, decora-
tions that were handed down as well as ones made by our children. Quality tin
decorations from Lee Valley Tools look great on our tree. LED Christmas lights
are good for the environment — and our electric bill.

Eco-Gifts

Having a green Christmas involves selecting environmentally-friendly gifts.
Choose products that have minimal packaging. Products which use greener
energy often make good gifts. The “Xpower Powerpack Solar 400” powers elec-
tronic devices using its 5-watt solar panel. LED lights provide lighting making
this item handy for the home or cottage.

While LED light bulbs are more expensive than fluorescent or incandescent
bulbs, they last much longer — some LED bulbs last for more than 60,000 hours.
Shop at environmentally conscious businesses for gift ideas such as an “LED
Light Bulb Economy Pack”, which includes several LED bulbs of various sizes,
or a “Calamity Kit.” The Calamity Kit includes a lantern, flashlight and weather
radio which features wind up and solar technology and LED lights.

If you are looking for more adventure, consider giving an ecotour, which
are available through local companies. Last spring our family took an incred-
ible canoe ecotour at the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre in Midland where we
visited remote areas of this vital, 3600 acre wetland. Closer to home you could
give someone (including yourself) a gift certificate for one of the local kayak
ecotours to places like Franklin Island and Byng Inlet. Not only are ecotours
fun and environmentally-friendly, but they generate a greater, and much needed,
respect for the natural world and the importance of preserving it.

A Final Word

Christmas is a wonderful time of year. It is also a time when environmental
concerns are often forgotten or ignored. According to the Ontario Ministry of
the Environment, Ontarians generate “900,000 additional tonnes of holiday
trash” — largely in the form of Christmas cards, Christmas trees, aluminum foil,
plastic packaging and wrapping paper. With some planning, creativity and mak-
ing the environment a priority when making holiday decisions, we can signifi-
cantly reduce our festive footprints!
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Christmas Tree Tips

. If you do not get your Christmas

tree/branch in water within a couple
of hours of when it is cut, cut two
inches from the bottom of the trunk
before placing it in water.

. Don’t cut any bark from the trunk

so it will fit in the tree stand.

. Don’t keep your tree for too long,

and ensure that it does not dry out
and become a fire hazard.

4. Keep your tree well-watered.
. Protect young children and animal

companions by securing the tree at
the top and bottom so that it isn’t
knocked over. Do not allow animals
access to the tree’s reservoir and
don’t use tree preservatives in the
reservoir.

. Ensure that electrical cords and

wires are inaccessible and consider
using a safety extension cord that
shuts off power when a potential
fire hazard is detected.

. If you have animal companions,

don’t decorate the tree with food
items or other decorations that are
potentially dangerous to animals,
such as liquid, bubbling lights.
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Locally Owned
e White Line All Purpose/Fine Glass Cleaner
* Rose Line All Purpose Wash
The Fastest Growing Environmental Line!

Give Us a Call!
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