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In 61 years, nature has reclaimed what was once hers, both evidence of the fire
and of the community itself. However, while the community has long since perished,
its history has not, but lives on through the stories told by those who were there.

As to the cause of the fire, a legend persisted (and still does to some degree) that
some revelers celebrating  the end of World War II had been having a party in the
grain elevator and had accidentally started the conflagration. There was also a paral-
lel observation from several pairs of eyes of someone entering the building earlier in
the evening, some say with a large container, and other sightings of two persons flee-
ing the building just prior to the first evidence of what was to come. 

There was a judicial investigation, to which Una Cooper and Rosa Agnello were
subpoenaed, but never actually required to appear.  A contract had been let for dem-
olition of the grain elevator to clear the site for a coal company and the contractor was
losing money on the project, making arson a possible motive.  However, not enough
hard evidence was accumulated for charges to be laid, and so the Great Fire of Depot
Harbor has retreated to the dead file of history. ❆

Historic photos courtesy of West Parry Sound District Museum,
Parry Sound Library and Joe Brunatti.

Red Onion Island Hotel.

Above, at age 9, Joe
Brunatti stands in
front of his Depot
Harbor home.

At right, are peaked
roof houses and the
shack at front, used
as a change house
for the skating rink.
It had a wood stove
to keep players
warm.

Thornton Public School

The Depot Harbor mall, below,
had three stores: the  butcher
shop, at left, run by Mr. Smith;
the post office in the centre;
and right, the general store.

Depot Harbor elevators and the power house.
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