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Doris McCarthy

The Artist's Georgian Bay World

A personal reflection with photographs
by Lynne Atkinson

In 1999 Canadian writer, Elspeth Cameron wrote a comic parody of a day in the life of Doris McCarthy. It is included in the 1999 catalogue,
Celebrating Life, The Art of Doris McCarthy produced in conjunction with a retrospective and McCarthy's Artist of Honour designation at
The McMichael Canadian Collection.

Cameron portrays a typical McCarthy day with the title, 'If you think Doris McCarthy paints, you're wrong!” It's a hilarious portrait of the
busyness of the artist caused mostly by McCarthy's own attention to the details of fine living and daily routines ... everything from the 5:30
a.m. cup of coffee in bed; to morning exercises; to catching a ‘coon (in the house) then depositing it further afield; to personally answer-
ing the mountains of mail and phone messages, meditating, skating, shopping, fixing the eaves, shoveling, studying for and attending a
university class and preparing her meals (as outlined in the Canada Food Guide).

Much is revealed through Cameron’s window of a characteristic McCarthy winter's day. Imagining the hectic pace helps the reader
understand why McCarthy craved the simplicity of her Georgian Bay summers and why Georgian Bay can lay claim to nearly 50 years of
McCarthy productivity. Since 1959, this great Canadian artist created the bulk of her canvases during her summer residency each year on
the Bay.

McCarthy purposely kept all details of her Georgian Bay life simple. Few gadgets meant few repairs. With little to go wrong, more time
could be spent painting. Along with her painting companion and teaching colleague Ginny Luz, McCarthy set the daily routines decades
ago. While her city life may be hectic, Georgian Bay's simplicity was the ideal spot for McCarthy to develop her scheduled productivity.
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