just getting things done despite something tragic that's happened to her
son. There were enough instances on the CD of ordinary people being
heroic that | decided Habits and Heroes would be a good title.”

Ms Wheatley said she has always looked up to the lyrical style of Ca-
nadian folk singer Gordon Lightfoot and still aspires to do the same.

“l always admired how Gordon Lightfoot was able to use images from
nature as a metaphor for the human condition,” she said. “Growing up in
Parry Sound, there are many images to draw from. So | nd myself drawing
on both the landscape and character of home.”

In addition to performing solo, Ms Wheatley also performs with
singer/songwriter Wendell Ferguson’s back up band Smoking Section.

“Wendell and | perform together in a number of combinations,” she
said. “I hire him to back me up. He hires me to back him up (as part of the
Smoking Section). We are often booked as a double bill. It all started with
me hiring him to back me up about 10 years ago. At our sound checks, !'d forgotten to breathe and to focus. It stills happens. In fact, it hap-
he’d often sing one of his funny songs. | couldn’t believe how good theypened (recentlly) at a show in Boston. Now, though, | have enough experi-
were. | was touring a lot in northern Ontario at the time, so | started to pitce that if | nd myself on stage unhappy with my performance, | try to
form one of his songs, Rocks and Trees. People loved it. One night | s&igathe and focus right away. It's all about being present.”

‘Wendell, why don't you play it yourself?’ He did. And then as time went ~ Most recently, Ms Wheatly was working with eight local Grade 7
by, | asked him to perform more and more of his songs at my shows.” classes writing songs about Parry Sound’s history to be performed during

The duo also play in the Betty and Bobs, a seven musician band. the Festival of the Sound in July.

“We're all good friends. We've played together, in the studio or on “Oh my goodness yes,” she said of writing songs about the area. “I've
stage, with other bands or backing up other musicians,” she said. “We alteen working with (the) classes in town writing songs about the history of
happened to be at Summerfolk Festival in Owen Sound about 10 years Parry Sound. We're writing about Depot Harbour, Bobby Orr, the Avro Ar-
ago, singing our hearts out at the hotel we were staying at. It was then 194, the Parry Sound train robbery, and the natural history of the town. This
we noticed that we love to sing together. And we loved to sing songs summer I'll be leading a CD camp for kids and I'm hoping we'll write a few

we’d never perform in our own bands. We decided to form a band.” ~ more songs about the area.”

Ms Wheatley said the best part about her job is the musicians she Although her family moved away from the Parry Sound in 1980, Ms
works with, whether she sees them every week or once a year. Wheatley said the area is still very close to her heart.

“Even though | love performing and writing songs - for me - it's all “We still have a cottage here, and it is the family gathering place,” she

about who I'm working with,” she said, adding that it has taken her time &id. “I see people | grew up with or friends of my parents whenever I'm
learn to enjoy the experience of being on stage. “For a number of years sh@pping or stopping for a coffee. It's still home for all of us. It really is a
often get off the stage wishing I could start all over again. It was becauseery big part of my life.”E
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