A building that once housed mill workers still stands

near the Hurdville Mill site.

A historic photo, courtesy of Mildred Tait, shows the Hurdville Mill in its glory days.

and photographed so it could be rebuilt
later. Bob supervised the work and was
asked to be involved in rebuilding it in
Hamilton at a later date,” she relates. “It
was a lot of work, but it was a good feel-
ing because it meant the mill was being
saved.”

No one could have known at the time
that their faith had been misplaced. The
mill was never rebuilt, nor did it ever re-
surface. The ultimate fate of the historic
building is shrouded in mystery and con-
troversy to this day.

The Hamilton Conservation Authority
(HCA) intended for the mill to be a high-
light of its Dundas Valley Conservation
Area, providing an opportunity for peo-
ple to see a real sawmill in operation.
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In addition to being an education tool
focusing on the logging industry, the Au-
thority also anticipated that it would be
an ideal centre for other wood-related
displays, such as pioneer wood working
tools and a cooper’s shop. It was an ex-
citing plan with considerable merit.

The groundwork for reconstruction
was laid in 1975, with detailed drawings,
cost estimates, and site plans prepared.
But it went no further.

“The last mention of the mill in the an-
nual reports was in 1976,” explains Chris
Hamilton, information officer for the
Hamilton Conservation Authority. “The
mill was stored in the barn on the Slater
property (within the Dundas Valley Con-
servation Area). During this period a re-
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duction in provincial funding, year after
year, forced the authority to abandon
some plans in order to divert funds for
more necessary conservation and land
acquisition programs. This was the case
with the Hurdville Mill.”

Where is the mill today? No one knows
for certain, not even the HCA. Portions
of the mill were sold off, and, according
to Hamilton, some pieces were returned
to Hurdville. To whom, exactly, wasn’t
recorded. There are also rumors that the
mill, in whole or in part, was lost in a
barn fire. Some versions of the tale say
that the pieces were burned on purpose
by the man who owned the barn in which
they were stored because he has not been

paid the promised rent.

The truth may never be known. After
1975 the mill never again appeared in of-
ficial HCA documents, and all members
of the Authority from the period — the
only people who might truly be able to
shed some light on the story rather than
add extra layers of complexity — have
long since retired or passed away.

It seems the Hurdville Mill is destined
to remain something of a mystery.

What is known for certain, however, is
that the imposing Hurdville Mill stood,
both literally and figuratively, at the cen-
ter of the small McKellar Township vil-
lage for more than a century. Its absence
has left a scar that hasn’t yet healed.
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