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Most everyone enjoys trav-
eling the sideroads of the

Parry Sound area. But there
is one group that just loves to
travel and explore every inch of
the roads that traverse the spec-
tacular landscape of the eastern
Georgian Bay region of On-
tario. In fact, if you are out and
about the region on a Saturday
or a Sunday, you might meet
up with this unique group of
people.

The 30,000 Island Riders
are a motorcycle gang. No,
they are not that kind of a
motorcycle gang!

They are bikers from
many walks of life in this
community. Some are local

business people, and many others have re-
tired from a wide range of professions. One
is a retired Toronto motorcycle police officer.
Some have been riding since the 1960s, while
others have only donned the leathers and a
helmet and learned to bike in the last couple
of years.

The average age of this biker group is about
55, according to one of the group’s presidents,
Brian Bannerman.

Formed about six years ago, the 30,000 Is-
land Riders now claim 28 official members.
But anyone is welcome to join them for a ride
or to attend their once-a-month dinner meet-
ings, which are held at various restaurants
around the Parry Sound area.

The 30,000 Island Riders are a loosely
structured group with only a few formal rules
and regulations. Aside from a quick update —
lasting only a few minutes — at the once-a-
month dinner get together at a local eatery,
this group is more about the enjoyment of rid-
ing the sideroads of the region.

Every Saturday and Sunday morning, rid-
ers head to a local coffee shop, decide upon a
route for that day, and then head out for a few
hours, enjoying the sights and sounds of mo-
torcycling in this beautiful part of Ontario.

The group not only gets together on the
weekends to ride, but also enjoys an early
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evening ride at mid-week.

“Every Wednesday night, in riding season,
we meet at Richards and go for a ride,” says
Brian. “The whole idea of the club is fellow-
ship. If you want to go for a ride and you
don’t feel like going alone, you can phone
somebody on the roster and see if someone
would like to go with you.”

Although biking in the Parry Sound region
is a big part of the motorcycling experience
for members, many also travel to events held
by other motorcycle groups located elsewhere
in the north.

On other occasions, some members will
travel to functions situated even further away.
Many bikers take their vacations on their
motorcycles. A quick survey of the group re-
veals that the membership, either singly or in
groups, has covered the map of North Amer-
ica, having traveled the highways to various
destinations from coast to coast in both Cana-
da and the United States.

Although most in the group take trips
outside the area, Brian says their primary
pastime is traveling the sideroads of Parry
Sound. This is his sixth summer riding a mo-
torcycle. When asked why he started riding a
motorcycle, his response probably reflects the
thoughts of many Baby Boomers.

“I always wanted to have a bike when I was
a kid, but we were old school, only bad people
rode a bike,” he said. “Then I got married and
it’s really not a sport for young families.”

“So I decided that I wanted to do something
that I always wanted to do,” he explains.

“Took the course, got a license, bought a
bike, and here I am.”

Long-time motorcycle enthusiast and lo-
cal entrepreneur, John French, along with the
group’s ride captain, “Checkers” McRoberts,
echoed the same sentiment, that “the old
myth about bikers is dead”.

Bonnie Farrow, one of the women who
rides with the 30,000 Island Bikers, said that
a couple of the great reasons to ride are: “the
fresh air, and it is a fun way to travel”.

In recent years, many motorcycle clubs
have involved themselves in helping vari-
ous charities in their communities. A com-
ment about the number of motorcycle charity

30,000 Island Riders DeeAnn and Glenn Doherty.
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